Something about the area….
Michael Christian Daly’s family came from city of Gympie.
Gympie is located in south eastern Queensland, Australia, and is approximately 160 kilometres north of the
state capital, Brisbane. It lies on the Mary River.
Originally settled for grazing purposes, in 1867 the area became prominent when James Nash discovered
gold. At the time Queensland was suffering from a severe economic depression and the discovery probably
saved the colony from bankruptcy. Gold mining still plays a role in the area's fortunes, along with agriculture
(dairy predominantly), timber and tourism.
Gympie's name derives from an Aboriginal name for a particular tree. The tree has large, round leaves that
have similar properties to stinging nettles. The translation for Gympie is roughly "devil".
The Mary Valley is the colloquial name given to
the section of the Mary River from Gympie
upstream
to
Kenilworth
including
the
communitiy of Imbil. The Mary Valley is part
of the hinterland of the Cooloola and Sunshine
Coasts.
Imbil is in the Widgee, Shire Council. The
Shire takes its name from the Aboriginal word
"Widgee" meaning "westerly winds". The land
was a wilderness and its aboriginal owners
fought bitterly to keep white intruders out.
Blood flowed on both sides before an uneasy
truce was reached.
After which came the
prospectors, then the timber cutters and later
the speculators.
In 1914, Michael Chistian Daly’s father, M E
Daly, bought a block on land in the township of
Imbil. This is described in the article below.
Imbil grew out of a strong timber industry and
still boasts one of the few remaining hoop
forests in Australia. The lake is the centre of
many leisure activities in the valley.
Imbil is perched on the banks of Yabba Creek
and you can camp on the water at the Island
Reach.
Today, visitors to the town can
experience the historic wonder of the Imbil
Museum, or enjoy a picnic on the village green
where the historic Timberman’s Walk weaves
between age-old jacaranda trees.
Below is an extract from WINDS OF CHANGE - One hundred years in Widgee Shire by Ian PEDLEY, printed by
the Gympie Times in 1979. A copy was provided to me by my father, Michael Christian Daly in the early
1980’s as a result of his genealogical researches.

